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Discussion Guide
During
Individual Questions. As you listen, take note:
What shocks you?

What gives you hope?

What next steps do you hear?

Questions Posed by Our Speaker:
What are the most common sources of trauma for youth in the Memphis area?
Regarding the video Trauma as a Lived Experience:
In one word, how did the interaction make you feel?
How did it make you feel in your body? Where is your tension?
What words have you seen used in your city that are dehumanizing to youth?

After
Discussion Questions:
1.

What did you note from the Town Hall that you want to share?

2. What have you learned about how racial bias affects our justice system?
a.

What narratives have you heard in our community and from community leaders about young people
of color?

3. How has your idea of trauma been affected by learning about ACEs (Adverse Childhood Experiences)?
a.

What did you learn about how trauma affects the Memphis/Shelby County community?

b.

Are there ways you have witnessed trauma, especially racial trauma, impacting our community?
(please only share if you feel safe doing so in your group.)

4. What strategies did you learn for responding to behavior driven by trauma?
a.

How can these strategies be applied in our justice system?

5. In your wildest imagination, what would a healing and flourishing Memphis/Shelby County be like?
6. What else do you want to hear about in the MICAH Town Hall series on youth justice? *Please send your
thoughts/questions to MICAH Recorder, Gail Murray, gmsmurray@gmail.com.
If you’d like to learn more about justice issues in Shelby County courts or how to get involved in the work, please
register for the Seeking Justice campaign at bit.ly/micahseekingjustice!
Access the recording and discussion guide of the previous Seeking Justice Town Halls: No More Discarded Youth and
The Power of the Prosecutor here: https://www.micahmemphis.org/seekingjustice
Or by these links:
Recorded No More Discarded Youth Town Hall: https://youtu.be/aymAy18KsV4
No More Discarded Youth Discussion Guide: https://www.micahmemphis.org/townhallresources
Access the Youth Justice Action Council (YJAC) Research Report here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C5BaoqM1aHYm6up4ar6q_Y1JA66vwLzpxZCZNOQMqpU/edit#heading=h.r4jt6
aoi9gcl
Access the Countywide Juvenile Justice Consortium (CJJC) Research Report here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dPABcCMH5ekYN_XuxIslYfWG6Hb3ng-3/edit

Appendices
Appendix I: Our Featured Speakers

Kristin Henning is the Blume Professor of Law and Director of the Juvenile Justice Clinic &
Initiative at Georgetown Law, where she and her law students represent youth accused of
delinquency in Washington, DC. Professor Henning was previously the Lead Attorney for the
Juvenile Unit of the D.C. Public Defender Service and is currently the Director of the
Mid-Atlantic Juvenile Defender Center. Henning writes extensively about race, adolescence,
and policing. Her new book, The Rage of Innocence: How America Criminalizes Black Youth, is
forthcoming with Penguin Random House in 2021.

Appendix II: Juvenile Court Language Guide

Appendix III: Information & Statistics for Youth in the Justice System

In 2017, Shelby County transferred 92 youth to adult court. In that same year, Davidson
County transferred 4.
In 2017, Shelby County cases made up nearly half of all youth cases transferred to adult court
in the State of Tennessee.
-

Tennessee Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, Administrative Office of the Courts

… Black children are treated significantly worse than White children even after accounting for
the other social and legal factors.
…
The disparity in transfer rates for Black children is especially problematic because the
consequences of transferring a juvenile to the adult court are significant. Transfer removes the
child from the rehabilitative juvenile system and subjects the child to the adult criminal system.
-

Investigation of the Shelby County Juvenile Court, United States Department of Justice, Findings Report,
4/26/2012

In the past three years Shelby County has transferred seven times as many juveniles to the
adult courts as Davidson County, 260 from Shelby County compared to 37 for Davidson
County, where Nashville is located.
...
Black youth facing the same charges and with a similar criminal history as white youth were
four times as likely to be brought to the court by law enforcement, twice as likely to be
detained, twice as likely to have petitions filed by the court and less likely to be diverted from
the court. Black youth received different and more onerous treatment at every step.
-

Bill Powell, "Shelby County’s juvenile justice system limits our youth, our community," Daily Memphian,
1/15/2020

In its 2020 State Ratings Report, Human Rights for Kids rated Tennessee as one of six states
who were “The Worst Human Rights Offenders” based on the states’ lack of protections for the
rights of children involved in the justice system.
-

Human Rights for Kids

Youth 15 and under represented approximately 51% of the juvenile arrests in the United States
in 2019.
-

from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention

Black youth were more than five times as likely to be detained or committed compared to
similarly situated white youth according to data from the Department of Justice collected in
October 2015.
-

The Sentencing Project, 2017

“What we need to do in our part of the system, particularly in the deep end of the system, is
not victimize them and further traumatize them. They’re going to become our neighbors.
They’re going to live in our communities. Are we placing the youth in the right environment?”
-

Fairborz Pakseresht, director of the Oregon Youth Authority (the state’s juvenile justice agency)

According to Pakseresht, statistics showed that for youths moved from the juvenile system to
the adult Division of Corrections in Oregon because of behavior, recidivism increased by 136%
among those youth.

The findings in this (CDC) report indicate that transfer policies have generally resulted in
increased arrest for subsequent crimes, including violent crime, among juveniles who were
transferred compared with those retained in the juvenile justice system. To the extent that
transfer policies are implemented to reduce violent or other criminal behavior, available
evidence indicates that they do more harm than good.
-

United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Effects on Violence of Laws and Policies
Facilitating the Transfer of Youth from the Juvenile to the Adult Justice System: A Report on
Recommendations of the Task Force on Community Preventive Services”

Incarceration as a juvenile increases the probability of recidivism as an adult by between 22
and 26 percent.

-

Ann Aizer and Joseph Doyle. “Juvenile Confinement, Human Capital, and Future Crime: Evidence from
Randomly Assigned Judges,” The Quarterly Journal of Economics, April 2015.

Confined youth are up to four times less likely to complete high school and 96% less likely to
complete college.
-

Shelley Schaefer and Gina Erickson, The Impact of Juvenile Correctional Confinement on the Transition to
Adulthood, Washington, DC: National Institute of Justice, June 2016.

Forty-one percent of youths in placement are Black, even though Black Americans comprise
only 15% of all youth across the United States.
-

Easy Access to Juvenile Populations: 1990-2019, National Center for Juvenile Justice

Thus, the extant research provides sound evidence that transferring juvenile offenders to the
criminal court does not engender community protection by reducing recidivism. On the
contrary, transfer substantially increases recidivism.
-

United States Department of Justice Office of Justice Programs, Juvenile Justice Bulletin, June 2010

Appendix IV: Continuing Education

Henning, Kristin. The Rage of Innocence: How America Criminalizes Black Youth. Penguin
Random House, 2021.
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/623467/the-rage-of-innocence-by-kristin-henni
ng/
Resources Used in the Presentation:
ACLU Report - Cops and No Counselors: How the Lack of School Mental Health Staff is
Harming Students: https://www.aclu.org/report/cops-and-no-counselors
Pair of ACEs Tree:
https://publichealth.gwu.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/Redstone-Center/Resource%20Desc
ription_Pair%20of%20ACEs%20Tree.pdf
The Five Promises - America’s Promise Alliance:
https://www.americaspromise.org/promises?gclid=CjwKCAjw7fuJBhBdEiwA2lLMYZWU2IcaST
PbFRV9QgkG88IOMdYcFaT-hn8a0XMpPCfA89hN3pQN2BoCVsMQAvD_BwE
Culotta, DiLeone, DiTomasso, Goff, and Jackson. The Essence of Innocence: Consequences of
Dehumanizing Black Children. Interpersonal Relations and Group Processes, 2013.
https://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/releases/psp-a0035663.pdf
Blueprints Programs - Blueprints for Healthy Youth Development:
https://www.blueprintsprograms.org/program-search/

More Continuing Education:
Ablon, J. Stuart. Changeable: How Collaborative Problem Solving Changes Lives at Home, at
School, and at Work. TarcherPerigee, 2018.
Bazelon, Emily. Charged: The New Movement to Transform American Prosecution and End
Mass Incarceration. New York: Random House, 2019.
Library copy here
Davis, Angela J. Arbitrary Justice: The Power of the American Prosecutor. Oxford University
Press, 2007.
Rogers, David. Roadblocks to Reform: District Attorneys, Elections, and the Criminal Justice
Status Quo. American Civil Liberties Union of Oregon, 2016.
Roadblocks_to_Reform_Report_ACLUOR.pdf (aclu-or.org)
Vera Institute of Justice. Voter Tools: Questions for Candidates for New Orleans District
Attorney. Vera Institute of Justice, 2020.
voter-tools-new-orleans-district-attorney.pdf (vera.org)
Final Report from Sandra Simkins, Due Process Monitor for Shelby County Juvenile Court,
December 2018:
https://www.scribd.com/document/395400277/Final-report-from-a-Department-of-Justice-mo
nitor-on-Shelby-County-Juvenile-Court
A report from Sandra Simkins, Due Process Monitor for Shelby County Juvenile Court, 2017:
https://www.justice.gov/crt/case-document/file/974636/download
State of Tennessee, 2014 State of Tennessee Annual Juvenile Court Statistical Report
Dries, Bill. “Juvenile Court reform issue returns to County Commission.” Daily Memphian.
September 13, 2021.
https://dailymemphian.com/section/metro/article/24064/juvenile-court-reform-issue-back-to-co
unty-commission
Jones, Yolanda. “Juvenile court transfers decrease but concerning trends remain.” Daily
Memphian. August 31, 2021.
https://dailymemphian.com/section/metro/article/23691/juvenile-court-judge-dan-michael-josh
-spickler-transfers
Yusuf, Omer. “Shelby County Juvenile Court Juvenile Court Changes Defense Procedure After
DOJ Report.” The Daily Memphian. January 8, 2019.

https://dailymemphian.com/section/metrocriminal-justice/article/2301/Shelby-County-JuvenileCourt-changes-defense-procedure-after-DOJ-report.
Macaraeg, Sarah. “Final DOJ report: 'Blatantly unfair' practices persist at Shelby County
juvenile court.” The Commercial Appeal. December 10, 2018.
https://www.commercialappeal.com/story/news/2018/12/10/shelby-county-juvenile-court-fede
ral-oversight-doj-report/2266028002/.
Crime and Justice Institute Reports: https://www.cjinstitute.org/resources/publications/.
Memphis Public Library, Informed Voter page:
https://www.memphislibrary.org/informed-voter/meet-the-candidates-2020-11-03/.
The Sentencing Project: https://www.sentencingproject.org/issues/juvenile-justice/
Investigation of the Shelby County Juvenile Court by the United States Department of Justice,
Findings Report, April 2012:
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legacy/2012/04/26/shelbycountyjuv_findingsrpt_
4-26-12.pdf
Dr. J. Stuart Ablon’s TEDx Talk - Rethinking Challenging Kids - Where There’s a Skill There’s a
Way: https://youtu.be/zuoPZkFcLVs
Memphis Interfaith Coalition for Action and Hope: https://www.micahmemphis.org/

Appendix V: Justice Quotes
One out of every two surveyed adults reported at least one ACE (adverse childhood
experience) during their childhood and 12 percent of adults had experienced four or more
leading to trauma.
-

The ACE Center Task Force of Shelby County

It is easier to build strong children than to repair broken men.
-

Frederick Douglass.

There is no keener revelation of a society’s soul than the way in which it treats its children.
-

Nelson Mandela, Former President of South Africa

Justice, justice you shall pursue.
-

Deuteronomy 16:20

I act all tough and mean, but I’m really just a scared fish. I wish when I was a kid, someone
would have thought to look for the goldfish, instead of just seeing me as a shark.
-

Incarcerated Young Person, Seeing What’s Underneath: A Resource for Understanding Behavior & Using
Language in Juvenile Court

O you who believe, stand firm for justice even against your own selves.
-

The Qur’an, Surat An-Nisa 4:135

People say, what is the sense of our small effort? They cannot see that we must lay one brick
at a time, take one step at a time. A pebble cast into a pond causes ripples that spread in all
directions.
-

Dorothy Day

We must not allow this generation to produce record numbers for the juvenile justice, runaway,
homeless youth, or foster care systems.
-

The Honorable Ruben Hinojosa, Former U.S. Representative

Rehabilitate instead of incarcerate.
-

Bert McCoy, Author and Educator

Each of us is more than the worst thing we’ve ever done.
-

Attorney Bryan Stevenson, Equal Justice Initiative, author of Just Mercy

We’ve allowed our most vulnerable children to be thrown away, to be traumatized and to be
locked up in these jails and prisons, and we’ve got to change this narrative that some children
aren’t children.
-

Attorney Bryan Stevenson, Equal Justice Initiative, author of Just Mercy

I think it's important for us as a society to remember that the youth within juvenile justice
systems are, most of the time, youths who simply haven't had the right mentors and
supporters around them– because of circumstances beyond their control.
-

Q'orianka Kilcher, Actress and Activist
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