Seeking Justice: A MICAH Town Hall Series
Part IV - “Justice Beyond the Verdict”
March 10, 2022

Discussion Guide
During
Individual Questions. As you listen, take note:
What shocks you?

What gives you hope?

What next steps do you hear?

After
Discussion Questions:
1.

What did you note from the town hall that you want to share?

2. Have you ever been unjustly accused of something you didn’t do?
a.

Were you able to seek justice or clear your name in some way?

b.

What have you learned about who tends to be unjustly accused?

3. What did you learn about conviction review units (CRUs)?
a.

What did you learn about the criticisms of CRUs and how justice advocates respond?

4. How do you think having a CRU would affect Memphis and Shelby County?

a.

What stories did you hear about how CRUs affect individuals, families, and communities?

b.

How do CRUs help us to seek wider justice?

5. What did you learn about how you can make an impact on this issue?
a.

What are your circles of influence where you can share what you learned?

b.

What political action can be taken?

6. What else do you want to hear about in the MICAH Seeking Justice town hall series?
*Please send your thoughts/questions to info@micahmemphis.org

Take Action Now!
1.

If you know of anyone who has been wrongfully convicted and would like to apply to have their case
reviewed by the Tennessee Innocence Project you can submit an application at
tninnocence.org/apply-for-help

2. Join MICAH, Score CDC, and Delta Sigma Theta- Memphis Alumnae Chapter going door-to-door in South City
to let residents know about the county elections! Our local elected officials make the decisions about CRUs,
our votes tell them what we want!
Canvassing will take place on three Saturdays: March 12, March 19, and April 9 from 10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Training and lunch will be provided.
Register here: mobilize.us/civictn/event/443610/
3. Join the Seeking Justice campaign at bit.ly/micahseekingjustice to get notifications and information
about upcoming events.

Appendices

Appendix I: Statistics & Definitions

As of January 2020, the Innocence Project has documented over 375 DNA exonerations in the
United States. Twenty-one of these exonerees had previously been sentenced to death.

Since 1989, more than 2,673 people, mostly Black and brown defendants, have been released
from prison due to wrongful convictions and blatant miscarriages of justice. A staggering
23,950 years of their lives were lost. — National Registry of Exonerations (2020)

…the wrongful conviction rate in capital cases is about 4% according to the best available study
to date. This study was published by Samuel Gross and colleagues in 2014. A 2018 study by
Charles Loeffler and colleagues reported an overall wrongful conviction rate of about 6% in a
general state prison population, with considerable conviction-specific variability (from less than
1% to over 10%). — Innocence Project

Conviction Review Unit (CRU) or Conviction Integrity Unit (CIU): a division of a prosecutorial
office that works to prevent, identify, and remedy false convictions using new evidence that has
not previously been presented to a jury.
Exoneration: An exoneration occurs when a person who has been convicted of a crime is
officially cleared based on new evidence of innocence. This can occur through a pardon based
on actual innocence, an acquittal at retrial, or a conviction being vacated and indictment
dismissed

DNA Exoneration: A DNA exoneration occurs when a person who has been convicted of a
crime is officially cleared based on post-conviction DNA testing (i.e., the DNA testing results
were dispositive of actual innocence and central to vacating the conviction and/or dismissing
the indictment). These cases tend to involve sexual assault or murder. DNA exonerations
represent only a portion, about 15%, of all exonerations in the United States.

Who refers cases for consideration:
a. Innocence organizations
b. Defense (public defender, private defense bar)

c. Internal audit of cases based on finding previous errors or instances of misconduct
d. Individual prosecutors identifying cases
e. Police
f. Courts
g. Press
h. Individuals claiming innocence, usually pro se applications

Criterion for selecting cases for review (any one of the following)
a. Facts suggest plausible claim of innocence
i. That a defense lawyer might have found these facts with the exercise of due diligence
should not be a bar.
b. Evidence of a constitutional violation ( including Brady violations, ineffective assistance of
counsel , unfair trials or plea agreements) that might lead to the vacature of a conviction.
c. Review is in the interests of justice
i. It should be noted that in many jurisdictions prosecutors and courts have explicit
statutory or common law authority to vacate convictions or reduce sentences in the interests of
justice. It should be emphasized, however, that the orientation or mindset of an “interests of
justice” review is frequently an important element in making a judgment about whether relief is
warranted when reconstructing what occurred in old cases where there are, as in most cases, a
need to resolve issues with less than perfect information.
d. The fact that a defendant pled guilty or is no longer incarcerated should not be a bar
to examining cases.

Appendix II: Featured Speakers

Sunny Eaton has been an award-winning trial lawyer for 14 years. After spending four
years as a Public Defender, in 2013 she opened her own criminal defense law firm and was
soon after awarded the TN Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers “Trial Advocacy Award.”
Sunny has taught courses in Criminal Law & Procedure, Trial Advocacy, Evidence and is
a sought-after public speaker. She has published articles in several magazines and has
co-authored a book related to her 2-year road trip through Canada, the United States, Mexico
and Central America.
In 2020, she took leadership of the Nashville District Attorney's Conviction Review Unit
and since that time the unit has moved to vacate convictions in five cases.

William E. Arnold, Jr., EdD. has 17+ years of experience in higher education and community
engagement, particularly in the area of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI). In 2013, he was
wrongfully convicted of crimes that he did not commit. His conviction was overturned by an
Appellate Court in 2020.
Today, William uses his professional training and recent life experiences to create a
platform that views diversity as a viable way for returning citizens (from prison) to restore
dignity, decrease recidivism and add value to the workforce. He leads discussions at
universities and state agencies on the growing need for criminal justice reform, personal risk
management and broader, more substantive reentry efforts. These talks have led him to have
DEI conversations with the University of Cincinnati, the Tennessee Department of Labor,
Tennessee State University, The Tennessee Innocence Project and Vanderbilt University.
A servant leader, William is committed to volunteerism with organizations such as
Community Nashville, New Vision Inc., the Oasis Center, the Nashville Literacy Council and The
Legacy Foundation.

Appendix III: Quotations on Justice and Conviction Review Units

The District Attorney’s office’s role is to protect victims. Are we not creating new victims if we
imprison innocent people?
- Sunny Eaton, Nashville D.A. Conviction Review Unit

The wheels of justice move slowly but the wheels of the CRU move at a much faster pace.
- William Arnold, criminal justice reform advocate and wrongfully convicted person

Our obligation to do justice and to strengthen community trust in the criminal justice system
does not end when a conviction becomes final.
-

Kings County (Brooklyn, NY) District Attorney, Eric Gonzalez

We have an imperfect system. And wrongful convictions, although rare, do exist. And this is
why it’s important to have a system in place to fix and minimize wrongful convictions.
-

13th Judicial Circuit (Tampa, FL) State Attorney Andrew Warren

In a 1935 ruling in Berger v. United States, the Supreme Court declared that the prosecution’s
ultimate goal “is not that it shall win a case, but that justice shall be done…”
-

Voting for Justice

Here’s the thing: prosecutors also hold the key to change. They can protect against convicting
the innocent. They can guard against racial bias. They can curtail mass incarceration.
-

Emily Bazelon, Charged: The New Movement to Transform American Prosecution and
End Mass Incarceration

What better way to build trust with the community than exonerating people and coming out to
say ‘we were wrong’?
- Sunny Eaton, Nashville D.A. Conviction Review Unit

Justice is better than courage, as if everyone is fair to others, then there will be no need for
courage.
-Imam Hazrat Ali

The wrong idea has taken root in the world. And the idea is this: there just might be lives out
there that matter less than other lives.
-Father Greg Boyle

Appendix IV: Continuing Education
Articles and Papers:
Equal Justice Initiative (2022), Woman Exonerated After 27 Years in Prison for Wrongful
Murder Conviction,
eji.org/news/tennessee-woman-exonerated-after-27-years-in-prison-for-wrongful-murder-convict
ion/
Fair and Just Prosecution (2019), Conviction Integrity and Review: Key Principles and Best
Practices for Ensuring Justice and Accountability,
law.upenn.edu/live/files/10595-fjp-conviction-integrity-statement-of-principles
Innocence Project (2015), Conviction Integrity Unity Best Practices,
innocenceproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Conviction-Integrity-Unit.pdf
NAACP Voting for Justice, Conviction Integrity Units: Why We Need Them and How They
Work, C_LDF_09282020_VFJToolkit_ConvictionIntegrityUnits-w_finished-endnotes-1.pdf
Prosecutors’ Center for Excellence (2020), Conviction Review Today: A Guide for Prosecutors,
law.upenn.edu/live/files/11943-pce-report
Tennessean. (2021), Tennessee Innocence Project, DA Ask Judge to Overturn Rape, Murder
Convictions from 1980s,
tennessean.com/story/news/crime/2021/12/03/joyce-watkins-charles-dunn-conviction-rape-m
urder-case-review-2021-tennessee-innocence-project/8850675002/
The National Registry of Exonerations (2018), Exonerations in 2018,
law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Documents/Exonerations%20in%202018.pdf
The Washington Post (2020), More Than Half of All Wrongful Criminal Convictions are Caused
by Government Misconduct, Study Finds,
washingtonpost.com/crime-law/2020/09/16/more-than-half-all-wrongful-criminal-convictions
-caused-by-government-misconduct-study-finds/

Podcasts and Videos:
Arnold, William, From Locked Up to Locked Out: The Value of Reentry TEDTalk,
ted.com/talks/william_fry_arnold_from_locked_up_to_locked_out_the_value_of_reentry
Latino USA podcast (2021), The Wrongful Conviction of Joseph Webster,
latinousa.org/2021/05/07/josephwebster/

The JustPod podcast (2021), Conviction Integrity Units,
podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/conviction-integrity-units/id1454284972?i=1000434554788
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School Quattrone Center Webinars:
youtube.com/playlist?reload=9&app=desktop&list=PLR5Q3wC5nyVmmW6LwcfJtjW1k14KBr
Crr

Websites:
Innocence Project resource list: innocenceproject.org/research-resources/

Memphis Interfaith Coalition for Action and Hope: micahmemphis.org
Memphis Public Library, Informed Voter page:
memphislibrary.org/informed-voter/meet-the-candidates-2020-11-03/
The High Court, Wrongful Convictions Statistics page:
https://thehighcourt.co/wrongful-convictions-statistics/
The National Registry of Exonerations: law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/about.aspx
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School Quattrone Center Conviction Review/Integrity
Units Resource Center:
www.law.upenn.edu/institutes/quattronecenter/conviction-integrity-units-resource-center.php

